


GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 2 

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 2024 

  

This specification meets the requirements of the following regulatory documents 
published by Qualifications Wales:   
• Made for Wales GCSE Qualification Approval Criteria which set out 

requirements for any new GCSE qualification Approved for first teaching from 
September 2025 and beyond. 

• Standard Conditions of Recognition which contains the rules that all awarding 
bodies and their qualifications must meet when offering qualifications to 
learners in Wales. 

• Approval Criteria for GCSE Religious Studies which sets out the subject 
specific requirements for GCSE Religious Studies qualifications from 
September 2025 and beyond. 

 

  

https://qw-website-prod-master.azurewebsites.net/media/t1lhpbwl/made-for-wales-gcse-qualification-approval-criteria.pdf
https://qualifications.wales/media/p54jkkfe/standard-conditions-of-recognition.pdf
https://qualifications.wales/media/cymhn4r1/gcse-religious-studies-approval-criteria.pdf
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SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 

 

Version Description Page number 

2 

Genesis 1:1 changed to Genesis 1:26 48 & 51 

Addition of: 
How Sikh Gurus fought for religious expression, including:  

• Guru Arjan (martyred for refused to compromise his Sikh 
beliefs) 

• Guru Tegh Bahadur (beheaded for refusing to convert to 
Islam) 

• Guru Gobind Singh (instructed Sikhs to wear the turban)  

• Guru Tegh Bahadur sacrificed his life to protect the 
religious freedom of Hindus 

77 

Unit 3 (3.5a) has been corrected from ‘What makes us human 
and related medical ethics: Buddhist perspectives’ to  
‘Roles, rights and responsibilities: human nature and the right 
to life: Buddhist perspectives’   

58 

“three aspects of one God” amended to “three persons, one 
God” in Section 1.2.1b 

17 
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GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT 
 

Unit 1: Religious and non-religious beliefs, teachings and 

practices 

Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes 

30% of qualification 

   60 marks 

Questions requiring objective responses, questions that require 
short and extended answers.   

Unit 2: Religion and relationships 

Non-examination assessment: 6 hours 

20% of qualification  

 60 marks 

Set by WJEC, marked by the Centre and moderated by WJEC. 
The assessment will be based on one of two set themes and a 
statement which will be set by WJEC annually. The set theme 
and statement will be available via the WJEC Portal.  

Unit 3: Roles, rights and responsibilities 

Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes 

30% of qualification  

  60 marks 

Questions requiring objective responses, questions that require 
short and extended answers.   

Unit 4: Religion and human rights 

Non-examination assessment: 6 hours 

20% of qualification  

 60 marks 

Set and marked by WJEC. The assessment will be based on 
two of three set human rights issues which will be set by WJEC 
annually. The set human rights issues will be available via the 
WJEC Portal.   

 

This is a unitised, untiered qualification.  
 
Aside from Unit 1, which is an introductory unit, there is no hierarchy implied by the order in 
which the other units are presented.  
 

The examinations for Units 1 and 3, and the submission of Unit 2, will be available for the 
first time in summer 2026. The submission of Unit 4 will be available for the first time in 
summer 2027. Each assessment will then be available every summer series. 
 
The first award of the qualification will be 2027. 

 

Qualification Approval Number: C00/4967/8 
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GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 

1 INTRODUCTION  
 
1.1 Aims 

 
GCSE Religious Studies supports learners to: 

 

• develop knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious beliefs, 
values, teachings, practices, and philosophical convictions  

• engage with contrasting lived religious and non-religious experiences 

• develop curiosity about the purpose of life  

• explore ways in which religious and non-religious ethical and philosophical 
convictions have influenced human experience and society 

• explore evidence from a range of religious and non-religious sources that engage 
with philosophical, ethical, and moral issues 

• appreciate the complex, pluralistic and diverse nature of society by understanding 
the need for tolerance, resilience, and empathy 

• reflect on their own values, beliefs, and perspectives and those of others 

• align with aspects of the Religion, values and ethics statutory guidance to enable 
learners to: 

• develop an awareness of self in relation to others 

• make connections to the wider and natural world 

• develop creativity and curiosity 

• explore ultimate questions and contemplate meaning and purpose 

• make sense of and interpret human experience, the natural world, and their own 
place within it, from a pluralistic perspective, understanding different religions and 
non-religious philosophical convictions in their own locality and in Wales, 
developing their sense of cynefin, as well as in the wider world. 

 
These aims are set out in Qualifications Wales’ Approval Criteria.   

 

1.2 Curriculum for Wales 
 

This GCSE Religious Studies qualification is underpinned by the Curriculum for 
Wales framework and has been designed to ensure that learners can continue to 
make progress towards the four purposes whilst studying for this qualification. 
Central to this design are the principles of progression, along with the statements of 
what matters and those subject specific skills and concepts outlined in the ‘Designing 
your Curriculum’ section of the Humanities Area of Learning and Experiences. 

 
In developing this qualification, we have considered where there are opportunities to 
embed the cross-curricular themes and where there are opportunities for integral 
skills and cross-curricular skills to be developed. Appendix A provides a simple 
mapping, and information to support teachers will be provided in the Guidance for 
Teaching.   
 
We have also considered where the qualification can generate opportunities for 
integrating the learning experiences noted on page 82, the Guidance for Teaching 
will include further information on integrating these learning experiences into delivery.  

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/principles-of-progression/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/statements-of-what-matters/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/statements-of-what-matters/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/designing-your-curriculum/#specific-considerations-for-this-area
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/designing-your-curriculum/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/designing-your-curriculum/



