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This specification meets the requirements of the following regulatory documents 
published by Qualifications Wales:   
• Made for Wales GCSE Qualification Approval Criteria which set out 

requirements for any new GCSE qualification Approved for first teaching from 
September 2025 and beyond. 

• Standard Conditions of Recognition which contains the rules that all awarding 
bodies and their qualifications must meet when offering qualifications to 
learners in Wales. 

• Approval Criteria for GCSE Geography which sets out the subject specific 
requirements for GCSE Geography qualifications from September 2025 and 
beyond. 

https://qw-website-prod-master.azurewebsites.net/media/t1lhpbwl/made-for-wales-gcse-qualification-approval-criteria.pdf
https://qualifications.wales/media/p54jkkfe/standard-conditions-of-recognition.pdf
https://qualifications.wales/media/5v1k5uk5/gcse-geography-approval-criteria.pdf
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SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS 
 

Version Description Page number 

2  “legal” and “illegal” changed to “regular” and “irregular” 15 and 16 

3 Terminal rule change  40 and 41 

4 “fringe” changed to “rural-urban fringe” 17 
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GCSE GEOGRAPHY 
  

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT 
 

Unit 1: Our Physical and Human World 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes  
30% of qualification 
 90 marks 

Questions requiring objective responses, short and extended 
answers, with some based around applied situations. 

Unit 2: Developing Fieldwork Skills 
Non-examination assessment: 7 hours (not including the time it 
takes to undertake the fieldwork)  
25% of qualification  
 90 marks 

Set and marked by WJEC. 
WJEC will set two topic areas a year from: geographical flows, 
settlement, sustainability, mitigating risk, inequality, place and 
space, change over time. 

Unit 3: Our Dynamic and Diverse World 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 
30% of qualification  
 90 marks 

Questions requiring objective responses, short and extended 
answers, with some based around applied situations. 

Unit 4: Sustainable Solutions 
Non-examination assessment: 6 hours (3 hours for research and 
3 hours to respond to tasks)   
15% of qualification  
 60 marks 

Set by WJEC, marked by the Centre and moderated by WJEC. 

 

This is a unitised qualification.  
 

It is not tiered. 
 

Aside from Unit 1, which is an introductory unit, there is no hierarchy implied by the order in 
which the three other units are presented. Therefore, the order does not imply a prescribed 
teaching order. 
 

Units 1-3 will be available from 2026, with Unit 4 available in 2027. 
 

The first award of the qualification will be 2027. 
 

Qualification Approval Number: C00/4967/6 
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GCSE GEOGRAPHY 
 

1. INTRODUCTION  
 
1.1 Aims 

 
GCSE Geography supports learners to:  

• become independent, balanced and sympathetic geographers with a 
detailed understanding of spatial relationships and the changing world 

• appreciate the complex, pluralistic and diverse nature of societies and their 
interactions with diverse and dynamic physical landscapes 

• demonstrate a geographical viewpoint on values, attitudes and perspectives 
surrounding the interrelationships between people and their environment 

• apply geographical understanding and practice to a range of contexts and 
enquiries 

• foster a curiosity to explore geographical causes, effects and consequences 

• make sense of the world to work towards a sustainable future. 
 

 These aims are set out in Qualifications Wales’ Approval Criteria. 
 

1.2 Curriculum for Wales 
 

This GCSE Geography qualification is underpinned by the Curriculum for Wales 
framework and has been designed to ensure that learners can continue to make 
progress towards the four purposes whilst studying for this qualification. 

 
Central to this design are the principles of progression, along with the statements of 
what matters and those subject specific skills and concepts outlined in the ‘Designing 
your Curriculum’ section of the Humanities Area of Learning and Experiences. 
  
In developing this qualification, we have considered where there are opportunities to 
embed the cross-curricular themes and where there are opportunities for integral 
skills and cross-curricular skills to be developed. Appendix A provides a simple 
mapping, and information to support teachers will be provided in the Guidance for 
Teaching.   
 
We have also considered where the qualification can generate opportunities for 
integrating the learning experiences noted in ‘Opportunities for integration of learning 
experiences’ on page 34, the Guidance for Teaching will include further information 
on integrating these learning experiences into delivery. 

 
  

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/principles-of-progression/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/statements-of-what-matters/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/statements-of-what-matters/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/designing-your-curriculum/#specific-considerations-for-this-area
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/designing-your-curriculum/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/designing-your-curriculum/



