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This specification meets the requirements of the following regulatory documents

published by Qualifications Wales:

e Made for Wales GCSE Qualification Approval Criteria which set out
requirements for any new GCSE qualification Approved for first teaching from
September 2025 and beyond.

e Standard Conditions of Recognition which contains the rules that all awarding
bodies and their qualifications must meet when offering qualifications to
learners in Wales.

o Approval Criteria for GCSE Art and Design which sets out the subject specific
requirements for GCSE Art and Design qualifications from September 2025
and beyond.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd 2024.


https://qw-website-prod-master.azurewebsites.net/media/t1lhpbwl/made-for-wales-gcse-qualification-approval-criteria.pdf
https://qualifications.wales/media/p54jkkfe/standard-conditions-of-recognition.pdf
https://qualifications.wales/media/s5blf14r/gcse-art-and-design-approval-criteria.pdf
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GCSE ART AND DESIGN

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT

Work undertaken within the unit will be internally set, marked by
centres and moderated by WJEC.

The externally set assignment will be set by WIJEC, marked by
centres and moderated by WJEC.

This is a linear qualification.
It is not tiered.

The Externally Set Assignment will be released to centres in the autumn term (December) of
each series. The first release will be in the autumn term (December) 2026.

Unit 1: Portfolio must be completed before Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment is presented to
learners.

The qualification will be first awarded in summer 2027.

Qualification Approval Number: C00/4967/0
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The GCSE Art and Design qualification must support Learners to:
explore and appreciate the creative art, design and craft work of other people,
develop their own creative talents and support investigative curiosity
develop knowledge, appreciation and understanding of how meaning is
communicated in art, design, and craft
gain understanding of a range of practices and contexts in art, design, and craft,
reflecting their interests and ambitions
respond to and reflect on the art, design and craft work created by other people,
applying knowledge of context to evaluate the effectiveness of ideas and
techniques used to communicate meaning
develop creative skills through experimenting and investigating to plan, devise
and design images, artefacts and products with purpose and intent, recognising
opportunities to realise ambitions
develop practical and technical skills, communicating artistic intent with purpose
and with increasing sophistication and control
reflect on, refine, and evaluate their own work
explore the cross-cutting themes of human rights and diversity, including Black,
Asian, and minority ethnic perspectives, identity, culture, and contributions

These aims are set out in Qualifications Wales’ Approval Criteria.

This GCSE Art and Design qualification is underpinned by the Curriculum for Wales
framework and has been designed to ensure that learners can continue to make
progress towards the four purposes whilst studying for this qualification. Central to
this design are the principles of progression, along with the statements of what
matters and those subject specific skills and concepts outlined in the ‘Designing your
Curriculum’ section of the Expressive Arts Area of Learning and Experiences.

In developing this qualification, we have considered where there are opportunities to
embed the cross-curricular themes and where there are opportunities for integral
skills and cross-curricular skills to be developed. Appendix A provides a simple
mapping, and information to support teachers will be provided in the Guidance for
Teaching.

We have also considered where the qualification can generate opportunities for

integrating the learning experiences noted on page 17; the Guidance for Teaching
will include further information on integrating these learning experiences into delivery.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd 2024.


https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/principles-of-progression/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/statements-of-what-matters/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/statements-of-what-matters/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/designing-your-curriculum/#specific-considerations-for-this-area
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/designing-your-curriculum/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/designing-your-curriculum/
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The GCSE Art and Design qualification supports the Curriculum for Wales by:

supporting the statements of what matters?, by giving learners the opportunity to:
develop artistic skills and knowledge
respond and reflect as both artist and audience
be innovative and bold in developing their own artistic identity.

supporting the principles of progression? by giving learners the opportunity to:
make links in the creative process as they explore and innovate
create more sophisticated work
refine skills and techniques
gain confidence and resilience in giving and receiving feedback.

supporting the key considerations for Art and Design® by giving learners the
opportunity to:
experiment and develop work through a range of resources, materials,
techniques and processes
produce a range of outcomes and to demonstrate a personal and creative
response.

1 https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/statements-of-what-matters/
2 https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/principles-of-progression/
3 https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/designing-your-curriculum/#discipline-

specific-considerations
© WJEC CBAC Ltd 2024.



https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/statements-of-what-matters/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/principles-of-progression/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/designing-your-curriculum/#discipline-specific-considerations
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/expressive-arts/designing-your-curriculum/#discipline-specific-considerations



